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ssion has, of course, now been given for a meeting of theirs to be
held in the Town Hall. The meeting is for honouring the Prince.
This serves the Government's own interest. So far as I know,
this is the first time that a meeting of Antyajas is to take place in
the Town Hall in Bombay. This is nothing but flattery or bribing.
Moreover, the Government will readily welcome anyone who may
want to join in honouring the Prince. By acting thus, it is insult-
ing the innocent Prince of Wales and using him to serve its own
interest. If the poor man knew how he is to be honoured, it is
doubtful whether he would come to India at this time; if, never-
theless, he did come, it would speak no end for the British people's
sense of discipline. At the call of duty, both the King and his
subjects would be ready to make any sacrifices. If the sacrifice
was not for base self-interest those who made them would be fit
for moksha.
But my purpose is more to point out to the Hindus their duty
than to dwell on the shortcomings of the Government or of the
British. It is because the Hindus have not understood their dharma
that we see attempts being made to lure our Dhed brothers with
inducements. I visualize endless occasions of quarrelling in these at-
tempts to drag them to opposite sides. Hence these two develop-
ments, the Government's message and the Town Hall meeting,
hold a lesson both for the Antyajas and the others. The former
should not allow themselves to be deceived by the message or the
meeting in the Town Hall. Let them fight the Hindus in a
civilized way for what they consider their rights, respect the rules
of Hindu society, give up eating meat, etc., especially beef, clean
themselves physically after doing sanitary work, give up dissolute-
ness and so clean their hearts as well. Other Hindus should show
regard for the Antyajas, admit them in Congress committees,
understand their hardships, defend them if they are molested by
anyone, look upon them as their own brothers and get rid of
the notion that contact with them is sinful*
However, a thoughtful and considerate Hindu told me in the
course of a conversation that, according to the Hindu religion,
touch, even the vibrations emanating fromprana1, have an effect on
the other person and it is, therefore, considered advisable that one
should stay away from such people. He added : "It is because
the Hindus knew about such intangible effects and guarded them-
selves against them that they have survived for thousands of years
and have been able to compose wonderful Shastras."
1 Life-force
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